Biographies
Errol Baker, a Senior Associate with Booz Allen Hamilton, has more than 14 years of experience in the analysis and testing of payment systems and information systems.   In support of the United States Department of Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition Service, he contributes to the successful design, implementation, and maintenance of EBT systems (magnetic stripe and smartcard) across the country.  Mr. Baker’s expertise helps to ensure that SNAP and WIC benefits are issued, processed, settled, reconciled, and reported according to industry, State, and Federal Government requirements.  He has a Masters in Electrical Engineering and a Bachelors in Computer Engineering from Florida Institute of Technology. 
Tom Baranowski is a Professor of Pediatrics in the Baylor College of Medicine and Senior Member of the Behavioral Nutrition and Physical Activity group with the USDA-funded Children’s Nutrition Research Center. Tom is principle investigator for four currently funded grants including a multi-site middle school obesity and diabetes prevention grant from NIDDK; a subcontract to an SBIR grant to develop two videogames for obesity and diabetes prevention for 10-12 yo children funded by NIDDK; a behavioral epidemiologic study of the sensitivity to bitter taste in relation to obesity among children, controlling for dietary intake and energy expenditure funded by NCI; and formative research to enhance and evaluate a dietary assessment web program for children funded by NCI. He is author or co-author of over 230 peer-reviewed articles, 10 non-peer reviewed articles, 18 book chapters, two editions of a textbook on methods of evaluation for health promotion programs and editor of four special issue volumes.  He is on the editorial advisory board of 11 professional journals. Tom received his undergraduate degree in Politics from Princeton University (’68) and his masters (’70) and doctorate (’74) in Social Psychology from the University of Kansas. 
Steven Carlson is the Director of the Office of Research and Analysis at USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service. He previously served as Director of the Family Program Staff where he was responsible for the development, design, and execution of policy research and analysis for the Nation’s food assistance programs and for the preparation of legislative, regulatory and cost analyses, with a primary focus on the Food Stamp Program. He has managed a portfolio of research contracts and grants worth nearly $105 million since 1989, producing nearly 300 analytical and technical reports to meet information needs of policy officials and program managers. He also led a five-year partnership to create the first rigorous and comprehensive estimate of the extent of food insecurity in America, providing a critical benchmark to assess the performance of the Nation’s investment in food assistance.

Isobel Contento is the Mary Swartz Rose Professor in Nutrition Education and Coordinator of the Nutrition Program in the Department of Health and Behavior Studies Nutrition at Teachers College Columbia University. Her degrees include a B.Sc. from the University of Edinburgh in Scotland, and Ph.D. from the University of California, Berkeley. Her research has included studies on psychological influences on the criteria for food choice in children and adolescents, including the role of an understanding of food system practices on food choice and the effectiveness of nutrition education interventions in various populations. She is currently conducting a theory-based overweight prevention study among middle school children, which uses inquiry-based science education to help students examine the interplay of biology, personal behavior, and the present environment that encourages over-consumption and sedentary behavior; and behavioral theory to enhance competence and personal agency in taking action. She is interested in theory-based strategies for nutrition education and behavior change and has written several comprehensive reviews of nutrition education intervention research studies. Her book, Nutrition Education: Linking Theory, Research and Practice was published in 2007.

Eugene Costa is co-founder and Executive Vice President of Imadgen, LLC.  He brings to his clients over 30 years experience in the interplay of technology, business, and government.  Since 1990, he has been primarily involved in providing specialized services in the areas of benefit and service delivery; smart card, biometric and identity management solutions; and in the building of creative and effective collaborative arrangements through the use of social networking tools.  He has assisted state clients with optimization and integration of eligibility systems to improve service delivery, conducting systems feasibility and cost benefit analyses, and implementation of EBT. Prior to founding Imadgen, and most recently, Mr. Costa had been with Maximus and held various positions of leadership over an 8 year period including being president of the Enterprise Solutions division, the Intelligent Technologies division, and the Health and Human Services Systems Segment. Prior to joining Maximus, he was Senior Vice President and co-founder of Phoenix Planning & Evaluation, Ltd.
Barbara Devaney, a Senior Vice President with Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., is a nationally recognized expert in maternal and child health, nutrition, and risk-reduction programs for youth. She has played a leading role in many of Mathematica’s studies of family formation, children’s nutrition, and public health programs. She also oversaw Mathematica’s 2002 Feeding Infants and Toddlers Study, which provided detailed information on the food and nutrient intakes of U.S. infants and toddlers. Other evaluations in which she has played a key role have focused on the school lunch and breakfast programs; the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC); and the Food Stamp Program. Dr. Devaney was previously an assistant professor at Duke University and the Johns Hopkins University and has served on scientific committees convened by the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences to study nutrition issues. She publishes widely in peer-reviewed journals, including the Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, Journal of the American Dietetic Association, and the American Journal of Public Health. She also presents findings at conferences of researchers, policymakers, and practitioners. She has a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Michigan.
Pat Druhan currently works as the Director of Food Resources & Nutrition for the Community Action Development Commission (CADCOM) in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. In this position he administrates:  The State Food Purchase Program, Commodity Supplemental Food Program, SHARE, TEFAP, the Food Stamp Participation Program, the Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program, the Norristown Farmer’s Market and Montco Nutrition Outreach. Mr. Druhan holds a Masters degree in Agricultural Economics from McGill University in Montreal, Canada.  He has also received a certification in Food and Agriculture Based Community Development from Cornell University.
Karen Glanz is Director of the Emory Prevention Research Center, funded by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 2004. She also leads the Health Behavior Research Group at the Winship Cancer Institute and is co-leader of the Community Engagement Program of the Atlanta Clinical and Translational Science Institute (ACTSI), funded by the National Institutes of Health.  Previously, she was a Professor and Program Director at the Cancer Research Center of Hawaii at the University of Hawaii.  Dr. Glanz is currently conducting research on skin cancer prevention, nutrition and chronic disease prevention, and colorectal cancer screening.   She is a member of the federally appointed Task Force on Community Preventive Services and was recognized in 2006 as a Highly Cited Author by ISIHighlyCited.com, in the top 0.5% of authors in her field over a 20-year period. Her scholarly contributions consist of more than 270 journal articles and book chapters. Dr. Glanz was the 2007 winner of the Elizabeth Fries Health Education Award from the James F. and Sarah T. Fries Foundation; this award recognizes a health educator who has made a substantial contribution to advancing the field of health education or health promotion through research, program development, or program delivery. She received her MPH (’77) and PhD (‘79) degrees from the University of Michigan.
James Hersey is a Principal Research Psychologist and Vice President of the Public Health Research Division at RTI International (Research Triangle Institute).  A trained developmental psychologist from the University of Michigan, Dr. Hersey has a long history of research in the forces that influence the healthy development of children and families.  The majority of Dr. Hersey’s research over the past two decades has been in the evaluation of health promotion, nutrition education and obesity prevention efforts. He is currently Principal Investigator for the DoD HEALTH weight loss demonstration project, a large randomized control trial of the effects of an innovative health promotion program to promote healthy diet and physical activity.  He has led the longitudinal evaluation of the initial five years of public-private Food Stamp Nutrition Education Networks, and he is currently working on Evaluation of CDC’s Obesity Prevention Program.
John Kirlin is the Assistant Deputy Director for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Research in ERS’ Food Assistance and Nutrition Research Program (FANRP).  His research interests are in the areas of program evaluation, research design, the impacts of electronic benefit transfer (EBT) systems, consumer decisions regarding program participation and food purchasing, and nutrition education.  Prior to joining ERS, John was at the Office of Research and Analysis (ORA) at USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service where he served as ORA’s project director for the WIC Special Project Grants program and designed and managed several evaluation projects.  Prior to joining FNS in 2005, John spent 25 years at Abt Associates conducting research in the fields of food assistance programs, public assistance programs, housing, and education.
Mitch Klein is currently the Vice President of Government Relations for Krasdale Foods. Prior to joining Krasdale, Mitch worked for Fleming Foods for sixteen years and held the position of Vice President of Operations for one of its divisions. Earlier in his career with Fleming he was involved in Labor Relations and was Chief Spokesperson for the division. Affiliations include multiple board and committee positions with related organizations as well as local and State agencies. His involvement also includes instructional programs for the Dept of Agriculture & Markets and Department of Health in New York.
Timothy Mooney is the director of the NYS Department of Health, Bureau of Supplemental Food Programs and the NYS WIC Program Director. Tim received his BA and BS from the State University College at Oneonta and possesses over 20 years experience in the management and direction of the WIC Program.  He has held a variety of increasingly responsible positions, including oversight of vendor management activities, budgeting of nutrition services and administration and food funds, strengthening of the food delivery systems, selection of acceptable foods and promoting program integrity. Tim leads almost 120 state agency and 1500 local agency staff in providing nutrition program benefits to over 500,000 women and the children each month.  He has lead the NYS WIC Program forward in establishing it as the flagship program in obesity prevention through such innovative activities as the NYS Vegetable and Fruit demonstration project, expansion of healthy lifestyle activities and breastfeeding peer counseling to all agencies in NY.
Debrah Palmer has a joint appointment between the Department of Nutritional Sciences and Rutgers Cooperative Extension. Her research is geared toward educational issues encountered when delivering nutrition education to the public, most specifically limited resource urban populations. Many of the projects that her group works on are focused on the specific development of a needed curriculum. The remainder of her work is focused around household food security and related nutrition education issues. Dr. Palmer is the Director of the New Jersey Food Stamp Nutrition Education Program (FSNEP). She holds a PhD from The Pennsylvania State University (1994).

Miguel Pereira, as Director of Consulting and Analytical Services for Precima Inc./LoyaltyOne, is responsible for managing the consulting engagements of the company, a full-service provider of customer management and analytical services for retailers and manufacturers. Miguel has over 20 years experience working in the retail industry. His widespread knowledge of all functioning organizational divisions, from supply chain to loyalty marketing, helps Miguel deliver consistent results that drive long-term gains for clients. Prior to joining Precima in 2007, Miguel was general manager/associate vice president of customer management and analytics at Sears Canada, leading a team responsible for customer strategy, marketing and merchandising analytics. Miguel is a graduate of the University of Toronto where he earned a specialist degree in economics and management relations.

Rafael Pérez-Escamilla is the principal investigator and Director of the Connecticut NIH EXPORT Center of Excellence for Eliminating Health Disparities among Latinos (CEHDL), and of the SNAP-ed Connecticut Hispanic Family Nutrition Program. He holds the Connecticut Cooperative Extension Nutrition Scientist appointment at the University of Connecticut and has a joint appointment with the Department of Community Medicine and Health Care at the University of Connecticut Health Center. He received his MS in food science and his PhD in Nutrition from the University of California at Davis. He has conducted breastfeeding, food security, nutrition education, obesity, type 2 diabetes, and food safety research in diverse world regions. Dr. Perez-Escamilla has been a senior scientific advisor to community nutrition programs funded by federal US agencies as well as international agencies. He is currently serving in the Institute of Medicine/National Academy of Sciences Pregnancy Weight Gain Guidelines Committee.  
Elizabeth Pivonka is President of the Produce for Better Health Foundation. Dr. Pivonka has been integrally involved with the Foundation’s efforts since it was incorporated in 1991 as a founding partner of the National 5-A-Day for Better Health Program. Under Pivonka’s leadership, the Foundation has also received one of Secretary Tommy Thompson’s Health & Human Services 2004 Innovation in Prevention Awards and the 2003 Produce Industry Advocate of the Year Award from the United Fresh Produce Association. Dr. Pivonka plays a critical role as co-chair, together with CDC, of the National Fruit & Vegetable Alliance’s Steering Committee. Dr. Pivonka was recently recognized as the one of the “Top Women in Grocery” by Progressive Grocer. She was recognized as one of the “Top 25” produce industry leaders in 2005 and as the 2001 Marketer of the Year, both by the produce industry’s leading publication, The Packer.  Dr. Pivonka is a Registered Dietitian, and holds a doctorate in food and nutrition science from Kansas State University.  

 
Peter Relich has twenty-seven years of experience providing system design, development, implementation, and operational support to public and private sector entities.  Peter has worked primarily in software development and operational support roles for electronic payment system applications, in particular bank credit (VISA and MasterCard) and debit card systems and Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) systems.  Peter has been at MAXIMUS the last nine years, where he is the Senior Vice President responsible for the Electronic Payment and Services Delivery Practice of MAXIMUS.  Prior to joining Maximus, Peter served as the Director of Technology at Deluxe Government Services, ATM Support Manager for Data Line Services, and as a Software Developer and Project Manager at First Interstate Bank.  Peter holds a B.S. in Accounting from California Polytechnic University in Pomona, and an M.B.A. from the University of Southern California.  

Cathy Roark is a Senior Analyst at the U.S Government Accountability Office (GAO) with experience working on food assistance, child welfare, and K-12 education issues. Prior to coming to GAO in 2002, she worked for 5 years as a Program Analyst and Assistant Director of Practice and Policy Development at Casey Family Programs in Seattle. Cathy received her B.A. in Government at the University of Texas at Austin and Masters in Public Administration from the University of Washington.
August Schumacher, Jr. is an expert in farm policy with the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. As former Under Secretary of Agriculture for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services at USDA from 1997 to 2001, Gus Schumacher oversaw the Farm Service Agency, the Foreign Agricultural Service, and the Risk Management Agency. Prior to his appointment, Schumacher served as administrator of USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service, worked as a senior agri-lender for the World Bank, and served as Commissioner of Food and Agriculture for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. He has a degree in economics from Harvard College, attended the London School of Economics, and was a research associate at the Agribusiness Program at the Harvard Business School. Schumacher is a consultant to the W.K. Kellogg Foundation’s Food and Society initiative and directs the Washington office of SJH and Company, a Boston-based agri-strategy company.
Marilyn Townsend is a Cooperative Extension Specialist with the UC Davis Department of Nutrition. Her work centers on nutrition education (research and programs) with an emphasis on children and adolescents. She is involved in theory-driven program development and implementation, nutrition educational methodologies and program evaluation. Her work also involves health behavior change strategies. Dr. Townsend is a Registered Dietitian and received her PhD in nutrition from Pennsylvania State University.
Thomas Wenning is the senior vice president and general counsel for the National Grocers Association (N.G.A.), the national trade association representing the retail and wholesale grocers that comprise the independent sector of the food distribution industry. Mr. Wenning has served as senior vice president and general counsel of N.G.A. since its inception in 1982. Prior to joining N.G.A., he was a partner in the Washington, DC law firm of Bison and Wenning, which served as general counsel to the National Association of Retail Grocers of the United States, a predecessor organization of N.G.A., and the National Food Brokers Association. He has appeared before congressional committees and federal agencies representing the interests of independent retail grocers and wholesalers. Before those federal bodies, he expressed N.G.A. policy on such topics as food stamps, federal wage and hour legislation, labor law reform, income tax and antitrust enforcement. Tom Wenning is a graduate of the University of Akron School of Law and Miami University. He is a member of the American Bar Association and the District of Columbia Bar.

Allison Yates received a BS in Dietetics and an MS in Public Health from UCLA, and she is a Registered Dietitian. She received her PhD in Nutrition from the University of California, Berkeley. Her professional experience is quite broad, beginning with work as a dietitian and public health nutritionist. From 1994 to 2004, Dr. Yates served as Director of the Food and Nutrition Board of the Institute of Medicine, National Academy of Sciences. While at the Food and Nutrition Board, Dr. Yates led the expanded approach to establishing human requirements and recommendations for nutrients (RDAs) that now includes other reference values and is thus termed Dietary Reference Intakes. She also served as study director for a congressionally mandated study on how to improve the food safety system in the US, and at the request of FDA, directed a study to design a framework for evaluating the safety of dietary supplements. From 2004-2006, Dr. Yates served as Director of Nutritional Sciences at ENVIRON Health Sciences Institute in Arlington, VA. She was appointed Director, Beltsville Human Nutrition Research Center (BHNRC) in February 2006.
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