
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food 
and Nutrition Service’s (FNS) Food Distribution 
Programs provide food and nutrition assistance to 
schoolchildren and families and support American 
agriculture by distributing high-quality, 100-percent 
American-grown USDA Foods. 
 
This report analyzes State-of-origin data for fiscal 
year (FY) 2014,1 which capture the States where 
USDA purchased foods during FY 2014. 
 
In FY 2014, FNS worked with USDA’s Agricultural 
Marketing Service and the Farm Service Agency to 
procure foods, including meat, poultry, fish, fruits, 
vegetables, flour, cereals, and dairy products through 
a competitive procurement process.  Following 
procurement, organizations such as food banks, 
disaster and emergency feeding organizations, 
Indian Tribal Organizations, schools, and other 
feeding groups receive these USDA Foods for use in 
meal service or distribution to households, 
increasing access to healthy foods.  
USDA offers over 180 types of food to these 
organizations. The organizations choose what to 
order based on several factors, including recipients’ 
preferences, storage and distribution capacity, and 
program requirements.  Orders are filled through a 
competitive procurement process. 
 
In FY 2014, USDA purchased over 2 billion 
pounds of food, at a cost of nearly $2 billion.  This 
included both raw food products such as meats, 
vegetables, and fruits; products used in further 
processed foods; as well as finished food products 
like cereal, crackers, and pasta.2 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Available online at 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/foods/food_purchases.htm 
2 Note that these data do not include Department of Defense Fresh 
purchases. 

Data and Methods 
 

This analysis uses purchase data from the USDA 
Web Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM) 
System3 to calculate the USDA Foods total dollar 
value and total weight by State of origin.  It also 
summarizes the data to determine the distribution by 
product category type, such as meats, fruits, and 
vegetables.  Additional information about each food 
includes the product name, type, weight in pounds, 
and the cost in dollars.  The State of origin indicates 
where the product was packed, but may not identify 
where the product was grown or raised.  
 
 

Results 
 

Figure 1. Percentage of USDA Foods Purchases by 
Food Category (Pounds Purchased) in FY 2014 

 

 
Fruit products in the form of juice, in cans and 
dried, accounted for the largest proportion (30 
percent) of USDA Foods by weight purchased in 
FY 2014.  Vegetables a n d  m e a t s  represented the 
second- and third- largest weight share of USDA 
Foods purchased (over 20 percent each). 

                                                 
3 Available online at http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/WBSCM/default.htm 
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Figure 2. Map of the Dollar Value of USDA Foods Purchased in FY 2014 
Icons represent the States that are the largest sources of a particular type of USDA Foods

 

 
 

Map Food Product Icon Key 

 
 

Figure 2 provides FY 2013 dollar value information, 
by food category and State of origin, for USDA 
Foods.  Darker green colors indicate higher total 
dollar values of USDA Foods originating from 
specific States, while lighter colors represent States 
with lower total dollar levels.  Eleven States were 
not sources of USDA Foods, as represented by the 
hash lines on the map in Figure 2. 
 
The five States with the highest dollar values for 
foods originating from a State were California, 
Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Illinois.  
On a per-capita basis,4 the three States with the 

                                                 
4 2014 Census Population Estimates by State, U.S. Census Bureau, 
available online at 
http://www.census.gov/popest/data/state/totals/2014/index.html 

highest dollar value of USDA Foods originating 
from a State were Alaska, Minnesota, and Idaho. 

 
The map in Figure 2 also depicts the largest 
categories of USDA Foods products.  There are two 
food category icons on the map for each USDA 
Foods category, indicating the two States of origin 
with the greatest dollar value of USDA purchases for 
that food category.  For example, the cow icons in 
Illinois and California indicate more USDA Foods 
beef originates in those two States than in any other.  

 
 

http://www.census.gov/popest/data/state/totals/2014/index.html


 

 
 
 

Table 1. Quantity, Dollar Value, and Dollar Value Per Capita of USDA Foods Purchased 
By State in FY 2014 

 
USDA Foods Purchased USDA Foods Purchased 2014 State Population USDA Foods Purchased

State* Quantity in Pounds in Dollars Estimates (Thousands)** Per Capita
Alaska 19,958,208 $35,922,580 737 $48.76
Alabama 5,565,320 $3,821,446 4,849 $0.79
Arkansas 100,695,484 $53,892,984 2,966 $18.17
Arizona 14,833,040 $7,313,977 6,731 $1.09
California 366,770,595 $460,118,169 38,803 $11.86
Connecticut 280,000 $184,400 3,597 $0.05
Florida 20,162,145 $23,323,305 19,893 $1.17
Georgia 49,817,780 $74,596,169 10,097 $7.39
Iowa 32,877,986 $38,986,264 3,107 $12.55
Idaho 41,280,792 $41,983,373 1,634 $25.69
Illinois 65,051,620 $110,459,911 12,881 $8.58
Indiana 49,458,057 $26,454,578 6,597 $4.01
Kansas 34,484,960 $19,823,515 2,904 $6.83
Kentucky 16,552,891 $15,043,151 4,413 $3.41
Louisiana 37,392 $26,649 4,650 $0.01
Massachusetts 7,011,306 $6,498,493 6,745 $0.96
Maryland 5,820,315 $3,735,213 5,976 $0.62
Maine 70,061,680 $23,248,172 1,330 $17.48
Michigan 218,012,438 $116,377,733 9,910 $11.74
Minnesota 140,732,128 $194,373,744 5,457 $35.62
Missouri 24,788,520 $14,754,227 6,064 $2.43
Mississippi 1,200,000 $6,280,400 2,994 $2.10
North Carolina 47,903,510 $51,753,362 9,944 $5.20
North Dakota 12,895,050 $4,542,178 739 $6.14
Nebraska 14,712,360 $19,068,759 1,882 $10.13
New Jersey 78,291,572 $35,816,517 8,938 $4.01
Nevada 878,460 $541,166 2,839 $0.19
New York 32,933,300 $17,409,115 19,746 $0.88
Ohio 27,695,451 $48,739,586 11,594 $4.20
Oklahoma 3,718,760 $3,514,121 3,878 $0.91
Oregon 33,506,362 $10,106,301 3,970 $2.55
Pennsylvania 147,486,593 $130,359,177 12,787 $10.19
South Carolina 69,569,872 $57,368,623 4,832 $11.87
Tennessee 6,616,332 $10,305,083 6,549 $1.57
Texas 57,418,732 $66,676,269 26,957 $2.47
Utah 57,126,688 $30,766,615 2,943 $10.45
Virginia 14,737,772 $8,829,398 8,326 $1.06
Washington 94,264,340 $44,786,144 7,062 $6.34
Wisconsin 180,306,013 $107,689,753 5,758 $18.70
West Virginia 7,848,000 $7,302,780 1,850 $3.95

2,173,361,824                       $1,932,793,398 302,932                                                  $6.38 ***

**2014 Census  Population Estimates  by State, U.S. Census  Bureau, http://www.census .gov/popest/data/state/tota ls/2014/index.html . 

***National  Per Capi ta  Rate excludes  States  with no products  purchased.

Table excludes  Puerto Rico.

* No USDA Foods  originated in Colorado, Dis trict of Columbia , Delaware, Hawai i , Montana, New Hampshire, New Mexico, Rhode Is land, South Dakota, 
Vermont, or Wyoming.



 

 
 
 

Table 2. Quantity and Dollar Value of USDA Foods Purchased 
By Food Category and State in FY 2014 
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