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Coordinator:
Welcome and thank you for standing by. At this time your lines have been placed on listen-only until we open for questions and answers. To ask a question you may press star followed by 1 on your touchtone phone.

Please be advised today’s conference is being recorded. If you have any objections you may disconnect at this time. I would now like to turn the conference over to Mr. Tim English, please go ahead sir.

Tim English:
Thank you. Welcome everyone and thank you for joining us today for our quarterly tribal consultation meeting. My name is Tim English and I’m the Regional Administrator for the Midwest Regional Office of USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service located in Chicago.


I will be your consulting official today. I would like to welcome tribal leaders, members and representatives to today’s important discussion. The agenda was emailed to you last week and again this morning and corresponding handouts are available online using the link that was provided in the invitation.


Please let us know if you have any trouble accessing today’s meeting materials. In today’s consultation we’d like to provide updates on and discuss with you topics related to the supplemental nutrition assistance program, child nutrition programs and supplemental nutrition and safety programs.


We have a full agenda today and as always we look forward to hearing from all of you on these topics. We will also allocate enough time for open discussion and hear from you on other items you would like to consult on.

I will now hand it over to our tribal liaison Michael Ladd for introductions, Michael.
Michael Ladd:
Good afternoon and thank you Tim and welcome everyone to today’s session. My name is Mike Ladd and I’m the Tribal Liaison for the Western Regional Office which covers Alaska, Arizona, California, Nevada, Oregon, Idaho and Washington State.


I certainly appreciate all of you participating in today’s consultation. We reached out with emails that included today’s agenda as well as some links and handouts for today’s session. So I hope all of you have these materials handy.


This information is also available on our tribal affairs Web page that we keep up to date with relevant information. The Web address is www.fns.usda.gov/fns/tribal. I’ll repeat that, www.fns.usda.gov/fns/tribal.


This Web address is your source for materials shared during past consultations and any updates on past issues as well as contacts if you have any follow-up questions.

All the information on that page is a reference and a resource to you. At this point let’s proceed with introductions and we’ll begin with the introductions of all tribal leaders, tribal members and representatives on the phone.


We want to make sure we capture your name and your tribe for our official records. Everyone is encouraged to participate. You can press star 1 on your phone and the Operator will help connect your line to us.

Once again please press star 1 to connect to us for introductions. Operator I appreciate your assistance and we are ready for the first introduction.

Coordinator:
Thank you just one moment please. Thank you, Stefanie Stark your line is open.
Stefanie Stark:
Hi, my name is Stefanie Stark I’m with the Ely Shoshone Tribe and I’m the diabetes coordinator for the tribe.

Woman 1:
Thank you Stefanie...
Coordinator:
Thank you. (Kathleen Peterson) your line is open.

(Kathleen Peterson):
Hi this is (Kathleen Peterson) I’m calling from the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation.
Woman 1:
Thanks (Kathleen).

Coordinator:
(Mike Disspain) your line is open.

(Mike Disspain):
Good morning, (Mike Disspain) with (Mapuche) Indian Tribe Northern California Environmental and Ag Management.
Woman 1:
Thanks (Michael).

Coordinator:
(Stacy Mills) your line is open.

(Stacy Mills):
Hi this is (Stacy Mills) with Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe.
Woman 1:
Thanks (Stacy).

Coordinator:
(Tim Hoan) your line is open.
(Tim Hoan):
(Tim Hoan) with grants and contracts here at the (Talowa Daney) Nation.
Woman 1:
Thanks (Tim).

Coordinator:
(Ralph Wolf) your line is open.

(Ralph Wolf):
Hi, (Ralph Wolf) the Yakutat Tlingit Tribe.
Woman 1:
Thank you (Ralph).

Coordinator:
(Debra Cameron) your line is open.

(Debra Cameron):

I’m (Debra Cameron) the community health rep here in Seldovia, Alaska and I’m with the Seldovia Village Tribe.
Woman 1:
Thank you (Debra).

Coordinator:
(Audrey Castleberry) your line is open.

(Audrey Castleberry):

I’m (Audrey Castleberry), Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, Tribal Services Specialist.
Woman 1:
Thanks (Audrey). Operator is there...
Mike Ladd:
Are there...
Woman 1:
...anyone else in queue?

Coordinator:
We have no one else.

Mike Ladd:
Great thanks. Well this is Mike Ladd again and I’m certainly honored here to be participating on this call from the Great (Oodham) Nation. I’d like to at this time open it up for introductions here in the room.
(Chester Atam):
This is (Chester Atam) (Councilman).

(Maria Ackerman):
(Maria Ackerman) credit and finance.

(Beatrice Tasquin):
(Beatrice Tasquin) food distribution program, phone automation.
(Rose Meropez):
(Rose Meropez) (unintelligible) human services.
Mike Ladd:
Thank you. We also have a number of food and nutrition service national office staff participating from our headquarters office in Washington, DC who are joining us today as well. At this time I will allow each of them to introduce themselves.

(Michelle Waters):
Hi this is (Michelle Waters) from the Retailer Policy & Management Division of the Food and Nutrition Assistance Program.
(Alis Komowski):

(Alis Komowski) Chief of Nutrition Services and Access Branch Food Distribution Division.
Kevin Maskornick:
Kevin Maskornick Child Nutrition School Programs Branch.
(Ann Strick):
(Anna Strick) Child Nutrition Program.
(Kias Lando):
This is (Kias Lando) which I believe I’m at the national office.
(Susie Cole):
Hi this is (Susie Cole) from the Program Accountability and Administration Division of SNAP at the National Office.

(Katrina Watson):

This is (Katrina Watson) with the WIC Program at the national office.
Mike Ladd:
Okay thanks everybody and let’s go ahead and continue. Now I’ll turn it back to Tim and the Operator will check with you a little later to see if anyone else joins for introductions. Thank you so much.

Tim English:
Thank you Michael and again thank you everyone for joining us for today’s call. I want to mention that here in the room with me I have Deputy Regional Administrator for the Midwest Regional Office (Chris Delies) as well.
(Chris Delies):
Hi everyone.

Tim English:
Okay with that I’d like to get started discussing the topics that we have on our agenda for today. So our first consultation topic is with regard to the supplemental nutrition assistance program or the SNAP program.

And it’s relating to the proposed rule regarding photos on EBT cards. So I’d like to turn it over to (Andrea Gold) and (Vicky Robinson).

(Michelle Waters):
All right thank you Tim. This is actually (Michelle Waters) I’m sitting in for (Andrea) and (Vicky). On January 6, 2016 FNS published a proposed rule entitled the SNAP photo electronic benefit transfer or EBT card implementation requirement.


It was published in the Federal Register and this rule proposes to amend program regulations to codify current guidance requiring states to submit a comprehensive implementation plan that addresses operational issues to ensure state implementation of photo EBT and that it’s consistent with all federal requirements and that program access is protected for participating households.


We are taking comments on this rule until March 7. The proposals in the rule clarify that the state option to place the photo on an EBT card is a function of issuance.

State agencies will be prohibited from having photo EBT card requirements affect any eligibility process. This includes ensuring that the option is appropriately implemented in a manner that does not impose additional conditions of eligibility or adversely impact the ability of appropriate household members to access the nutrition assistance that they need.


You can review the rule and comment on it through the Web site regulation.gov. And you may also access the rule through the SNAP Web page which is at www.fns.usda.gov/snap under the what’s new heading. That’s all I have for the rule thank you.

Mike Ladd:
Thank you (Michelle). I would like to see if there are any questions or comments regarding the SNAP photo ID rule at this time.
Coordinator:
And on the phone lines if you have questions or comments please press star 1. We have no questions but I believe we do have a few introductions.
Mike Ladd:
Okay we can proceed with the introductions.

Coordinator:
Thank you. (Gregory Naustine) your line is open.

(Gregory Naustine):
Yes, greetings from Alaska this is (Gregory Naustine) sitting in for (ANTA’s) Food Distribution Program. Thank you.

Woman 1:
Thank you (Gregory).

Coordinator:
Thank you. (Mindy Josephitus) your line is open.

(Mindy Josephitus):
Hi (Mindy Josephitus) with Inter-Tribal Councilors on WIC.

Woman 1:
Thanks (Mindy).

Coordinator:
Thank you. We have no further questions or introductions at this time.

Mike Ladd:
Okay great. Well again we will have some time at the end for if anyone does have any questions that come up on that topic but the fact that we don’t have any at this point let’s go ahead and proceed to our next items on the agenda and that’s under the Child Nutrition Programs it’s the community eligibility provision final rule.

Kevin Maskornick:
Okay. So I think there’s a lack of clarification on the agenda itself. If I’m not mistake we’ve actually talked about the final rule on previous consultation I think in November of last year.

Mostly I’m here to provide an update on what we’re doing with community eligibility this year and also to ask a question in terms of how we can best reach out to private partners at the local level.


But I first wanted to start just by providing a quick refresher on CEP because we’ve already talked about CEP at a number of previous sessions I’d expect that many people on the line will be at least somewhat familiar but please bear with me just for the benefit of anybody who is not.

So CEP is a relatively new meal service option that allows high poverty schools to serve free meals to all of their students for a period of up to four consecutive school years.


It’s very flexible. CEP can be implemented by schools, groups of schools or entire school districts. It’s unique in that it eliminates the need to collect household income applications and (unintelligible) on participation data from other federal assistance programs.

These would include supplemental nutrition assistance program, SNAP, food distribution program on Indian reservations at (BPIR) as well as temporary assistance for needy families, (PANIF) as well as another - a number of other federal assistance programs.


The streamlining of getting rid of the applications has a number of benefits. I can increase program access because all of the meals are being served free it tends to boost student participation and helps reduce administrative burden at schools mainly in the form of less paperwork from the applications as well as simplified county claiming.


We’re really pleased with all the growth we’ve seen in CEP. It’s only been available nationwide for the past two school years. There was a three year pilot testing phase before that.


Our data from September of 2015 indicates that CEP is now reaching over 8 million students in over 17,000 schools and 3000 school districts nationwide. And those schools are located in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Guam.


This year we’re going to be continuing extensive outreach efforts. Working with our state and local partners to expand CEP implementation and uptake. At the center of this is a state based targeted technical assistance approach which is one of the things I wanted to talk about today.


We’re calling these focused states. It’s a model that we employed last year with great success and we’re continuing for this school year. And so focused states are those that we’ve identified that have a high potential for further CEP implementation based on a number of factors mainly a large proportion of schools that are highly eligible that have adopted potential synergy with other targeted efforts such as summer food service program, target states, strike for states and also states participating in direct certification continuous improvement plans.

As well as opportunities with local stakeholders, anticipated support from the state agency, quite a few factors. But in each focused state we’re going to work with state agency staff as well as local partners to ensure that school districts have all the information and resources they need to successfully implement CEP if they choose to do so.


And otherwise we’re there to provide support and technical assistance as needed including on the ground technical assistance if it’s requested. And so last year we identified as focused states Virginia, Colorado, Minnesota, Massachusetts, Florida, Oklahoma and California as focus states.


They will continue to be focus states and in 2016 we’re adding a number of new states and those are New Jersey, Missouri, Indiana, New York, Alabama and Arkansas.


And so if you would like to know more we would invite you to look at - look for our regular Webinar series on CEP that is ongoing and will be running through the summer.


As well as the comprehensive guidance and outreach materials that we offer on the FNS CEP Resource Center which is readily available on our Web site. And those resources are constantly being updated and so we encourage you to check back frequently.


Also just as a progress update on the rule making process associated with CEP and mentioned that earlier. The final rule that we previously discussed is currently in the clearance process.

And we also consulted I think previously on the CEP implementation and planning guidance tool. It’s a resource manual that aggregates most of the other guidance that we’ve issued over the past few years and we spoke with you about that I believe at the August 2015 session.

But our primary purpose for tuning in today was to ask you a question. We are hoping for your help. We are seeking best practices for conducting CEP outreach to eligible tribal schools.


And so we wanted to see if you had any thoughts or input on what might be the best way for us to provide tribal school districts with the key information and technical assistance.

And so we would thank you in advance for any input you are able to provide but at this time if we could open up the lines if anybody has any input that you could provide we would be much appreciative.


And again if there’s nothing that you can share at the moment if you can send us a message at a later time we would appreciate that as well. Thank you.

Tim English:
Thank you. So if we could open to see if there are any questions at this point and then I would also ask is there a specific individual that we would like those questions or those ideas direct to?

Kevin Maskornick:
Yes those - they can go to me. And so my name is (Kevin Masonich). If not anybody to share something on the line today then my email address is Kevin that’s K-E-V-I-N dot Maskornick, M-A-S-K-O-R-N-I-C-K at FNS dot USDA dot Gov.

And I believe you can - messages can also be appropriately forwarded to me through our tribal liaison (Kia) who I believe you already have the contact information for as well.

Tim English:
Thank you Kevin. Operator if we could see if there are any questions on the line.

Coordinator:
Thank you.

Tim English:
Or questions or ideas on best practices.

Coordinator:
Certainly and again if you do have any questions or comments at this time please press star followed by 1 and record your name when prompted. Again that’s star 1 for any questions or comments.

Mike Ladd:
This is Mike Ladd here in (unintelligible) Arizona again, tribal liaison. Questions in the room just for clarification the community eligibility program CEP does that only apply to state run schools or are we also talking tribal schools such as BIE?
Kevin Maskornick:
Yes any institution that participates in the national school lunch and school breakfast programs may potentially participate in CEP.
Mike Ladd:
Thank you.

Coordinator:
We have no questions on the phone lines at this time.

Tim English:
Okay thank you. We will proceed then with several updates that we wanted to provide to attendees of the call today. The first one is regarding the supplemental nutrition assistance program again and it is the request for information on SNAP data exchange standards.


And (Susie Cole) I believe you were going to cover this one.

(Susie Cole):
That is correct thank you. Good afternoon everyone. At this point we don’t have much of an update on this. Very basically this has to do with Section 4016 of the latest Farm Bill.


And the overall goal as you can probably tell from the title is to improve the different sharing of information across the, you know, all of the kinds of information that need to come in and to be shared, you know, data exchange just like it says.

And because there is such a broad array of different systems that states use and things of that sort plus in the bill or excuse me in the Act we were directed to work with a work group that no longer exists.


Before we can propose this rule we really feel like we need to gather feedback from people. So we are at this stage in the early stages of creating that RFI, the request for information which will get posted in the Federal Register and will be looking for input from people to help us come up with a rule that covers - we’ve been asked to cover - identify the federally required data exchanges to include specification and timing of exchanges to be standardized.


To address the factors used in determining whether and when to standardize data exchanges, to specify state implementation options and to describe future milestones.


So we’ll be sending out a specific list of questions in that RFI and looking for feedback so we can make our rule work make sense.

Tim English:
Thank you (Susie). Any questions for (Susie)?
Coordinator:
And again please press star 1 for any questions. We do have a question from (Gregory Naustine), your line is open.
(Gregory Naustine):
Yes, greetings thank you. I guess my only question would be more of a sharing opportunity to let everyone know that we enjoy a great opportunity with our state SNAP division here at the food distribution program allowing us to access online resources to ensure that there is no dual participation between food distribution and SNAP.


So is there going to be any type of standard speaking to this and encouraging that type of collaboration between federally recognized tribes and state agencies that serve SNAP participants? That’s my question.

(Susie Cole):
This is (Susie) again and while that certainly is something to pursue and consider and a fantastic idea in this particular case this is more about the standards in terms of the details like the (techie) details of how things connect.

But one of the questions that will be in there will be asking what other kinds of data exchanges do you feel would be useful. So again there will be questions that allow people opportunities to give suggestions, you know, on different kinds of data exchanges that aren’t currently being asked for that people feel would be useful.


So certainly there is an opportunity for that to be provided as feedback when the question, when the RFI goes out.
(Gregory Naustine):
All right well, all right just curious thank you for indulging my question.

(Susie Cole):
No problem.

Coordinator:
And we have no further questions at this time.

Tim English:
Okay thank you. So then let’s proceed with our next update also relating to SNAP is the SNAP purchasing and delivery pilot and (Mike Buckley) is going to provide an update on that.

(Michelle Waters):
Thank you again and this is (Michelle Waters) again I’m sitting in for (Mike Buckley).

Tim English:
I’m sorry (Michelle).

(Michelle Water):
No, no worries thank you. On February 1 FNS released an RFV also known as a request for volunteers for a pilot project that was provided for in the Agricultural Act of 2014.


So the RFV solicits a limited number of governmental and non-profit food purchasing and delivery services as volunteers to become authorized SNAP retailers to serve the homebound elderly and disabled.


Purchase and delivery services have until March 31 to apply for the pilot and then we expect to approve up to 20 organizations for the pilot. The trial period will last for about one year but it may be extended depending on the publication of a final rule.


And you may remember that a proposed rule establishing eligibility criteria for SNAP participation of food purchasing and delivery services was published on July 15 of last year.

FNS plans to use lessons learned during the pilot to incorporate into guidance issued when a final rule is published. Again access to RFV again on the SNAP Web page under what’s new.


The Web address again is www.fns.usda.gov/fns. Are there any questions about the SNAP purchasing and delivery pilot?

Coordinator:
And once again that’s star 1 for any audio questions. We have no questions.
Tim English:
Okay thank you this is Tim English again. Let’s proceed, the next update topic falls under our supplemental nutrition and safety area and it’s the WIC EBT final rule.

(Katrina Watson):

Good afternoon this is (Katrina Watson) calling in for (Debbie Whitford) who is unavailable today. And actually the WIC EBT final rule is a carryover from the last consultation in that it has not been published as of today.

So I just wanted to reiterate that at this point FNS still does expect to publish a final rule that implements the provisions set forth in the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 better known as HHFKA related to electronic benefits transfer for the WIC program.


The final rule considers public comments submitted in response to the proposed rule that was published on February 28, 2013. The EBT provisions of the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act and the other EBT implementation requirements included in this rule include a definition of EBT, a mandate that all WIC state agencies implement EBT systems by October 1, 2020.

A system management and reporting requirement, revisions to current provisions that prohibit imposition of cost on vendors, a requirement for the Secretary of Agriculture to establish minimum lien equipment standards, a requirement for the Secretary of Agriculture to establish technical standards and operating rules.

And finally a requirement that stage agencies submit their authorized product list or APO to the National Universal Product Code database better known as NUPC database.


So that was just a reminder that this rule is still pending publication and FNS expects to publish it soon.

The next item is regarding the WIC farmer’s market nutrition program. We just wanted to make you aware that the fiscal year 2016 appropriation include an additional $2 million for the WIC farmer’s market nutrition program.


And what this means for you is that there could possibly be an increase in funding available for those tribes that are seeking FMNP expansion funds during this fiscal year, fiscal year 2016.

So we just wanted to make you aware of that as well.

Tim English:
Thanks (Katrina). We had one other item under the (SNAS) topics. Was that going to be provided by you as well (Katrina)?
(Katrina Watson):

I think (Julie) possibly.

(Julie):
Yes.

Tim English:
Okay why don’t we go ahead and round out the (SNAS) topics and then we can go back and see if there are any questions on any of the three. So (Julie).

(Julie):
Thank you. My topic is food distribution program and nutrition education. These are education grants. Since 2008 the USDA Food and Nutrition Service has awarded funding for nutrition education projects through the food distribution program nutrition education grants program each fiscal year.

Indian tribal organizations and state agencies that currently have a direct agreement with FNS to administer FDPIR are eligible to apply for funds to conduct projects that provide nutrition information and services to FDPIR participants.


FNS released the request for application for the food distribution program nutrition education grant on February 1, 2016. The RFA is available on grants.gov.

Approximately $1 million is available. Awards will be made through a competitive process. Applications are due on March 15 via the grants.gov online submission process and FNS expects to announce grant awards in spring 2016. Thank you.

Tim English:
Thank you (Julie). Now I would like to go back and see if there are any questions for any of the last three items that we spoke about. The WIC EBT final rule, the WIC farmer’s market nutrition program expansion funds or the announcement on the release of the food distribution program nutrition education grant that Julie just spoke about. Any questions?

Coordinator:
Thank you and again if you do have a question please press star 1 at this time. Again star 1. We have no questions.
Tim English:
Okay thank you. So let’s get to our last program update and that’s under the child nutrition programs. We have updates on summer food service program expansion efforts, summer EBT grants and summer resources. And I believe (Tracy Mau) is going to be providing that update.
(Tracy Mau):
Yes thanks Tim. Hi this is (Tracy Mau) with the Child Nutrition Program Community Meals Branch and I’d like to talk about the three topics that Tim just mentioned.


So first as with the previous 3 years we are working on targeted efforts to expand the summer food service program. AS you know, that program feeds children when school is out and we know that it’s highly underutilized and that the children are missing out on nutritious meals that they would have regularly received during the school year.


So we’re working on expanding that and you should know that there will be two states that will have a tribal focus. And those two states are Oklahoma and New Mexico. There will be more information coming out about that as we go forward.

In addition to the expansion efforts we published some new materials for you to work on expansion. First is the 2016 handbooks, there are updated policy guides for summer meal programs so that includes the administrative guide for sponsors, nutrition guide for sponsors and he sponsors monitor guide.

We are also redesigning those so they should look a lot prettier soon and they are in full color. Please be on the lookout with our summer food service program newsletter. It comes out every month and you should shortly be seeing a new planning tool that uses the mapping capacity builder to start planning some routes in more rural areas.


And as a reminder we are always updating the summer toolkit and so that’s at fns.usda.gov\ssfp\summer-meal-toolkit. And that has a lot of useful information and is constantly being updated with best practices and new information from state agencies, partners and sponsors throughout the country.

Finally I wanted to update you about the (sub-TC) demonstration study. We are continuing to work with the current grantees for fiscal year 2016. This is the summer electronic benefits transfer for children that uses SNAP and WIC electronic benefit transfer technology in providing food assistance to low income children during the summer by providing their families with more resources to use at foo d stores.

So thank you those are my updates.

Tim English:
Thank you (Tracy). Did anyone have any questions for Tracy?

Coordinator:
And once again if you have a question please press star 1. We do have a question from Stefanie Stark, your line is open.

Stefanie Stark:
I was - this wasn’t for (Tracy) but this was for the one before that on the WIC farmer’s market nutrition program.
Tim English:
That’s fine thank you, go ahead.

Stefanie Stark:
Last year here in Nevada we were on a pilot program where in the summer the WIC recipients received like fruits and vegetables and stuff added on like it was a separate WIC card. Is that part of that expansion or is that over or am I asking the wrong people?

(Julie):
If it’s a - that wouldn’t have been a WIC farmer’s market nutrition program pilot...
Stefanie Stark:
Okay.

(Julie):
...I don’t think that you’re referring to.
Stefanie Stark:
Okay.

(Julie):
I think that may be something similar but not exactly WIC farmer’s market nutrition program because that wouldn’t be a pilot.

Stefanie Stark:
Okay I was just making sure.

(Julie):
But I can try to figure out for Nevada?

Stefanie Stark:
Yes it was in Nevada.

(Julie):
And it was just for last this past fiscal - for 15?

Stefanie Stark:
Yes just last summer here in Ely it was - they were selected as part of a pilot program and they got separate cards but they were through the WIC program.

(Julie):
Okay and if you can give me your information I can get back to you to see exactly what that may have been.

Stefanie Stark:
Yes, my - do you want my email or?

(Julie):
Yes your email address and name would be perfect.

Stefanie Stark:
My name is Stefanie Stark and the email is Stefanie.stark@ihs.gov.

(Julie):
S-T-A-R-K okay, all right well I get back to you to confirm what that was.

Stefanie Stark:
Okay thank you.

(Julie):
No problem.

Coordinator:
We have no further questions.

Tim English:
Okay thank you. So thank you to everyone who presented information, much appreciated. And at this time we would like to open the floor on any questions on any of the topics that we discussed today if something has come to someone since we’ve moved on to other topics or if there are any other FNS issues that you’d like to raise questions or comment on.

Coordinator:
Thank you and once again if you have a question or comment just press star 1 on your telephone keypad. Again that’s star 1. We have no questions or comments at this time.
Tim English:
Okay if that’s the case I think we’ll go ahead and wrap up then. I would like to thank everyone for joining us today. Today’s session is being recorded and transcribed and it will be included in our official consultation records.

And I’d also like to mention to everyone kind of a placeholder that the next tribal consultation meeting will be May 18, 2016 from 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm Eastern Time.

Thank you again for participating today and we look forward to our continuing discussion with future consultation sessions.

Coordinator:
Thank you that does conclude today’s conference. We do thank you for your participation and you may disconnect your lines at this time.

END

