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Welcome! 



Today’s Presenters 

Matt Benson  
Program Analyst 
USDA FNS 

Erin McGuire 
Policy Director 
NFSN 



Housekeeping 

• To make a comment or ask a question use the chat function. 

 

• This webinar will be recorded.  

» A link to the recording will be available on the Office of Community 

Food System’s website: 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/webinars  

» A PDF copy of today’s presentation is already online here. 

 

• Please complete the evaluation after the webinar.  

http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/webinars


Agenda 

1. Background 

2. Overview of Census website 

3. Uses of Census data 

4. Q&A 



HHFKA (2010) Sec. 243 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall create a Farm to School Program to 

1. Distribute grant funding.  

2. Provide training and technical assistance. 

3. Disseminate research and data. 



Growing Stronger Together 



Growing Stronger Together 

National Farm to School Network is a hub for: 

 

 

Resources 

 

 

People 

 

 

 

 

Policy 

Information  Networking  Advocacy  

Connecting people to: 



https://farmtoschoolcensus.fns.usda.gov 



Presented by:  

Growing Stronger Together 

 

Uses of the USDA Farm to School 

Census 



Growing Stronger Together 

Overview 

• Storytelling 

• Advocacy 

• Program planning and grant writing 

• Evaluation  

 



Growing Stronger Together 

Farm to School Story 
www.farmtoschool.org 

http://www.farmtoschool.org


Growing Stronger Together 

Farm to School Story 
www.farmtoschool.org 

http://www.farmtoschool.org


Growing Stronger Together 

Farm to Institution of New England  
 

http://dashboard.farmtoinstitution.org/schools 

http://dashboard.farmtoinstitution.org/schools


Growing Stronger Together 

Ecotrust 
Oregon Farm to School and School Garden Network 

www.oregonfarmtoschool.org 

http://www.oregonfarmtoschool.org


Growing Stronger Together 

Ecotrust 
Oregon Farm to School and School Garden Network 

www.oregonfarmtoschool.org 

http://www.oregonfarmtoschool.org


Growing Stronger Together 

Farm to School 

Advocacy 

http://www.farmtoschool.org/Resources/F2S-Survey-2014.pdf
http://www.farmtoschool.org/Resources/Advocacy fact sheet.pdf


Growing Stronger Together 

Numbers to pull for advocacy 

• % of schools participating in farm to school 

activities and how many plan to 

• How much $$ is being spent in your community 

• What is being bought in your community  

• % of schools districts planning on to do more 

farm to school activities 

• How many school gardens are in your 

community  

 



Growing Stronger Together 

Alaska Farm to School  



Growing Stronger Together 



Growing Stronger Together 

Program Planning 

• Use data to target communities who are at the 

“tipping point” 

• Identify communities with no school gardens 

• Identify barriers to farm to school in your 

community  

• Use purchase data to identify farmers that would 

be interested in farm to school (apples anyone?) 



Growing Stronger Together 

Farm to Institution of New England  
 

http://dashboard.farmtoinstitution.org/schools 

http://dashboard.farmtoinstitution.org/schools


Growing Stronger Together 

Farm to Institution of New England  
 

http://dashboard.farmtoinstitution.org/schools 

http://dashboard.farmtoinstitution.org/schools


Growing Stronger Together 

Grant writing 

• NFSN proposes to use a XX grant to rapidly build the capacity of school districts in the state of XX 

to implement and grow F2S activities. These XX states were chosen because of their unique 

combination of: 

 

– Significant numbers of low-income children, particularly in densely populated areas, in need 

of effective nutrition interventions to combat high rates of obesity and other diet-related 

illnesses; 

– A combination of large urban centers and rural agricultural communities within the state that 

can work together to increase local procurement for school food and increase market 

opportunities for the states’ farmers; 

– Large statewide school food budgets with significant room to increase the amount spent on 

local procurement; 

– An existing level of F2S activity in place so that rapid scaling in a XX period is feasible; 

– The presence of opportunities for on-going funding and support of F2S to sustain the growth 

enabled by this initiative; 

– Presence of a few more advanced F2S school districts that can serve as demonstration 

districts for training other districts and schools across the state. 
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Growing Stronger Together 



Growing Stronger Together 

NFSN – Seed Change 



Growing Stronger Together 

www.farmtoschool.org 



Thank you! 
Questions? 



Contact Information 

Matt Benson 
Matthew.Benson@fns.usda.gov   
(703) 305-2556 

Erin McGuire 
erin@farmtoschool.org 
(207) 749-7249 

mailto:Matthew.Benson@fns.usda.gov
mailto:erin@farmtoschool.org

