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Attachment to WPM-2015-6: Worksheet on Promising Practices in WIC Food Cost Containment
 
page 
In order to address the concerns and recommendations from USDA’s OIG, FNS requests that WIC State agencies submit their most recent analyses of vendor and food package cost containment policies.  This worksheet is intended to facilitate the compilation and submission of this information.  WIC State agencies should submit the completed worksheet to their respective FNS Regional Offices by August 31, 2015.
 
FNS encourages all WIC State agencies to assess vendor and food package cost containment policy options.  Assessments should consider the impact these policies may have on Program participation, consumption of supplemental foods, or participant access to supplemental foods.
 
1)  Vendor Management
FNS would like to understand how State agencies evaluate the effectiveness of their vendor cost containment
systems, including peer groupings, competitive price selection criteria, and maximum allowable reimbursement levels.  If A50 vendors are authorized, include methods used to ensure cost neutrality.  Please respond to the following:
a) Date of last assessment.  If you completed  separate assessments of the various parts of your cost containment system, please list the dates of each assessment.  If you did a comprehensive assessment, please list that date.
Comprehensive (includes all topics listed below)
Peer Groupings
Competitive Price Selection Criteria (CPSC)
Maximum Allowable Reimbursement Levels (MARLs)
A50 Cost Neutrality Methodology
e) Were any changes made as a result of these assessments?
2) Selection and Authorization of the Supplemental Foods
FNS would like to know more about the cost containment measures used by State agencies to reduce their food costs.
 
a) Please list all of the supplemental food items/subcategories/categories (the level of food groupings is dependent on your State agency) where a cost containment practice is in place and then check which policy option(s) apply.
Item/category/subcategory
Authorize Generic/Store Brands
Limit Authorized Package Sizes
Reduce Number of Brands, Flavors or Forms/Types Authorized
Require Purchase of Lowest Cost Items / Least Expensive Brands
Reduce or Eliminate National Brands
Rebate Contract for WIC Foods
Other
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