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Agenda

• What is the Technical• What is the Technical 
Implementation Guide?

• Technical 
Implementation Guide 
walk-thru
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Real life 
experiences!
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Introduction
• The Technical Implementation Guide (TIG) is a map telling  “HOW”  

to implement a WIC EBT interface between the EBT Card Issuer 
Processor and the WIC Vendor

What you’ll learn from this session…

• identify areas of the TIG to reference when planning and 
implementing WIC EBT
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• How Online and Smart Card EBT implementers have used and are 
using the TIG
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What is the Technical Implementation Guide?
• WIC EBT interpretation of the ANSI X9 93 EBT standards• WIC EBT interpretation of the ANSI X9.93 EBT standards

• Supplements the X9.93 Standards

• Currently covers Online EBT messages processing; will describe 
Smart Card message processing (card to terminal) in the future

• Covers Online and Smart file processing for the Auto-Reconciliation 
file Hot Card List and UPC/PLU file (Authorized Product List)
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file, Hot Card List and UPC/PLU file (Authorized Product List)

• Used as a reference to validate specifications and certifications for 
WIC EBT programs
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Technical Implementation Guide

• How are Online EBT 
transactions processed?

• How are Online EBT messages 
built?

• How are Smart Card EBT 

UPC/PLU file (APL)

Hot Card List

Auto recon file
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transactions created?

• How are WIC files built?

Auto-recon file

Claim file
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Technical Implementation Guide – Online EBT

• How are Online EBT transactions processed?

Sections 5 through 8 of the TIG describe the data, messages and 
transactions used in Online EBT processing

TRANSACTIONS

Balance Inquiry
Purchase/Financial 

MESSAGES

Request
Response

Data 
elements

Data 
elements
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Presentment
Reversal

Response
ReversalData 

elements
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Technical Implementation Guide – Files

• How are WIC files built?

Section 10 of the TIG describes how WIC files are built from 
data elements (fields) and records

FILESRECORDS
Super header

Header
Detail

Addenda

Data 
elements

Data 
elements

UPC/PLU file (APL)

Hot Card List
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Addenda
Adjustment

Trailer
Super trailer

Data 
elements

Auto-recon file

Claim file

The Food and Nutrition Service WIC Program 

Online Perspective

Ch i H b dChris Harbord
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Smart Card Perspective
John WeathersbyJohn Weathersby

9

WIC EBT Technical Implementation Guide

9

The Food and Nutrition Service WIC Program 

Ready to travel?
• Your Itinerary

Th O ti R l iti f th j h ’ll• The Operating Rules are your itinerary for the  journey where you’ll 
accept, process, settle and reconcile WIC EBT transactions

• Your travelers

• The WIC Universal MIS-EBT Interface books your participants and WIC 
vendors  as passengers on the trip you’ve designed

• Your map
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• The Technical Implementation Guide  is a map for you to follow in the 
technical execution of your interface
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