Volunteers play a critical role in

the Food Bank of Delaware’s abil-
ity to produce and distribute hun-

dreds of thousands of meals
through the Summer Food Ser-
vice Program. The Food Bank of
Delaware depends on the gener-
osity of volunteers to make and
bag sandwiches, fill lunch bags
with fresh fruit and vegetables,
sandwiches and other healthy
snacks, and pack coolers with
these meals, cereal, 1% milk and
100-percent fruit juices. Without
volunteers, the Food Bank could
not efficiently feed children in
Delaware. At the program’s peak,
Food Bank of Delaware volun-
teers produced close to 50,000
meals per week this summer.
These meals include breakfast,
lunch, snack and supper.

Recruitment of volunteers starts
months before the first meals are
served to Delaware children. To
freshen up volunteer recruitment
flyers and emails this year, the
Food Bank of Delaware enlisted

the help of two classes of Visual
Communication students from
the University of Delaware. For
a graded assignment, the stu-
dents were to come up with
concepts to help promote the
Food Bank’s Summer Food Ser-
vice Program. The organiza-
tion’s Community Relations
Manager visited the class to
explain more about the opera-
tion and then students were on
their own to come up with
ideas. The finished projects
proved to be a great tool for
the Food Bank, as more than
3,000 volunteers donated their
time to assist with meal prepa-
ration for the summer pro-
gram.

Food Bank of Delaware volun-
teers come from all different
backgrounds. From large corpo-
rate groups to school-aged stu-
dents and individuals with spe-
cial needs, all are involved in
making sure no Delaware child
goes without healthy meals
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when school is not in session.

The use of volunteers to prepare
meals for the Food Bank’s Sum-
mer Food Service Program sites is
a win-win for both the Food Bank
and the volunteers. By utilizing
volunteers, the hunger-relief or-
ganization is able to funnel more
money towards programs that
help alleviate hunger in Dela-
ware. Volunteers find the experi-
ence to be rewarding and allows
an opportunity to network with
other community members. In
fact, as a result of volunteering at
the Food Bank of Delaware, vol-
unteer Robert Dixon became fa-
miliar with the Food Bank’s job
skills training program, The Culi-
nary School, and will begin taking
classes when the program re-
sumes this fall.

Food that’s in when school is out.



Photo 1: Food Bank of
Delaware volunteer
Catherine Halat smiles,
knowing she’s making a
difference in the lives of
Delaware children, as
she fills lunch bags with
fresh oranges.

Photo 2:
Robert Dixon
prepares
sandwiches to
go out Food
Bank of
Delaware
sponsored
Summer Food
Service Sites.




